L AM AISM

happiness on earth by indulging in sin under the
influence of the three unclean elements, "which are
allegorically represented by a pig (signifying filth),
a serpent (cunning), and a goat or hen (sexual licence).
Absolution can only be obtained by constant medita-
tion and by righteous acts which would lead to the
righteous person's reincarnation as a holy lama. This
teaching is briefly expressed in the sentence, "Become
a lama, so you will reach Nirvana sooner."

The lamas in the monasteries have a strictly defined
hierarchy. The novice first becomes an ubasi> then a
ghecul, then, successively, a bandji and a gelyud. If he is
very talented or very fortunate, he may eventually
attain to the high rank of gebji, but this rank is only
conferred on lamas who, in addition to a thorough
knowledge of lamaism, have also distinguished them-
selves in other ways. The dogmas of "yellow
lamaism" are contained in a book called Yum% while
a detailed explanation of them is given in the Gan-
Jur-Dan-jMry a work running into many volumes.
The teachings of Tson-Kava received a powerful
impulse through the activities of Kubilei Khan, who
during his reign imposed them on the whole of
Mongolia and China, ordering the destruction of all
the books of the previous sects.

Lama students are sent to a monastery in early
childhood and must study and work for years before
they are admitted to the priesthood. Ordination
takes place in the monastery temple, in the presence
of the assembled lamas. The young men to be
ordained are lined up before the older lamas, who